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CARE FOR NEW PLANT MATERIAL

Watering:

Supplemental watering depends entirely upon existing weather conditions, and for this reason requirements always vary.  A good guideline for all watering is "Rule of Thumb": place your thumb into the soil beside the plant, and if the soil feels damp to the touch, no watering is needed.  If the soil feels dry, saturate the ground with water.  This rule is applicable for ALL seasons of the year.


Newly installed plants and trees should be watered every other day for two weeks if they are installed in the Spring, Fall or Winter.  If they are installed in Summer, however, they should be watered EVERY day for two weeks.  


Water trees with a slow-running hose for 15-20 minutes.  Move the hose around to ensure that the entire root ball of the tree is wet.


After that, keep plants moist throughout the first growing season using the "Rule of Thumb" guideline.  During cool periods, weekly watering will probably be sufficient.  However, during extremely hot weather it will be necessary to water more frequently, perhaps every day.  Remember this rule - plants will do better with heavy infrequent watering than they will with light, frequent watering.  Heavy watering results in a deep-rooted plant, better able to withstand periods of drought.

Note:  Because of their shallow root systems, groundcovers will require more frequent watering than shrubs or trees.

Fertilization:

All plants need a balanced supply of nutrients.  We recommend applying fertilizers in a ring around the outer edge of the plant's leaf mass, where rainwater will drip off the plant.  Always fertilize OUTSIDE this "dripline".  Fertilize in Spring with a 12-6-6 fertilizer in slow release form.  REMEMBER - always water after applying fertilizers.  Follow this same procedure in the Summer and Fall at intervals of 10 to 12 weeks.  Always read the label before applying any fertilizers.

Insect & Disease Control:

Spray susceptible plant material with a properly labeled insecticide and/or fungicide three times a year - Spring, Summer and Fall.  Be sure to carefully read the instructions on the container before spraying.

CARE FOR NEW LAWNS

Seeded Lawns (Fescue):


Seeded lawns need to be kept consistently moist, for at least 10 days, until germination.  Water with a fine mist two times per day, or more if needed, the first week.  The next week water at least once per day.  Reduce watering if ponding occurs or if there is run-off. 


Once the lawn has reached a height of 2-3", it is time to mow.  Remove only 1/3 of growth and leave clippings on the lawn.  Leave straw on the lawn area, as it will decompose, enriching the soil.  


After mowing, re-seed any bare areas.  Rake lightly and cover with straw for best results.  Fertilize the entire lawn lightly and water.  

Pull weeds by hand until lawn is well established.  Refer to "Regular Lawn Maintenance" for continual maintenance guidelines.

Sodded Lawns:

Keep sod moist for the first two weeks, by watering every other day.  Reduce watering if grass becomes soggy.


When grass has grown to 3" height, it is time to mow.  Remove only 1/3 of growth and leave clippings on the lawn.  

Lightly fertilize and water in well.  It is best to hand-pull weeds until grass is firmly established.


Refer to "Regular Lawn Maintenance" for continual maintenance guidelines.

REGULAR LAWN MAINTENANCE

Once the lawn is well established, follow these guidelines for best appearance.

Watering:

Apply 1" of water per week, including all rainfall.  Dig down to see if roots are wet 6"-12" below grade.  If not, watering should be increased.  It is best to water longer and less frequently.  This encourages deep root growth, enabling the grass to better survive any drought conditions.

Mowing:

Only remove 1/3 of leaf blade height at each mowing, to reduce stress.  Leave clippings on the lawn.

Lawn Fertilization:

March - crabgrass preventer with lawn fertilizer.  Apply at rates on the bag.


April - apply a lawn fertilizer (2:1:1 ratio) combined with a broadleaf weed control, if needed.  Apply at the rate of 4 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft., slow released formula.


September through November - apply a winterizer lawn fertilizer (1:2:2 ratio) at the rate of 4 lbs. per 1000 sq.ft., slow-released formula.

REGULAR WATERING SCHEDULE

Once plants become established, use this schedule as a general guideline.  Rainfall, freeze, wind, heat and drought will all affect this schedule.  Inspect your plants and lawn frequently and use the "Rule of Thumb" guideline to determine if more or less watering is required.  

Month




Frequency
January, February


Once every 7-10 days or as needed

March




Once per week

April, May, June



Once every 3-5 days

July, August



Once every 2-3 days

September, October


Once every 3-5 days

November, December


Once per week

MAINTENANCE CALENDAR

	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Fertilize shrubs & groundcover
	
	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	· 
	
	
	

	Lawn fertilization
	
	
	
	· 
	
	· 
	
	
	· 
	
	· 
	

	Crabgrass preventer
	
	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fungicide
	
	
	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Insecticides
	
	
	
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	
	· 
	· 
	
	

	Dormant

oil spray
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 

	Overseed fescue & Rye
	
	· 
	· 
	· 
	
	
	
	
	· 
	· 
	· 
	

	Overseed wildflowers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 
	· 
	
	

	Mow wildflowers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 
	· 
	
	

	Prune trees
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 

	Prune evergreens
	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 

	Prune perennials
	
	
	· 
	
	
	
	· 
	
	· 
	
	
	

	Check irrigation system
	
	
	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 
	

	Re-apply mulch
	
	
	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 
	


· - Denotes best month(s) for application
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